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with complete sincerity to express the indignation of his masters at the
intimate relations subsisting between James and Louis and at his
non-acceptance of their explanation of their military and naval prepara-
tions. According to the Imperial ambassador, he concluded his address
to James:

In such circumstances it is very painful for my superiors to see
that Your Majesty has allowed himself to be deceived by France
and to credit the insinuations that their intention is a descent upon
England, so that Your Majesty has not only listened to the pro-
posals of Bonrepaus but has even tolerated the publication of a
declaration by Avaux, so grave, so scandalous and so prejudicial to
the honour and glory of Your Majesty that it appears to place
Your Majesty under the tutelage of France like another Cardinal
Furstemberg, giving people cause to say that the King of England
cannot defend himself against a petty republic.

James replied that the ambassador's reproaches were unmerited: that
there were rumours abroad and that suitable precautions had been
taken, but that he had respected all existing treaties, he had not accepted
Bonrepaus's offers and that Avaux's declaration had been made without
his knowledge. So convinced was James by the ambassador's protesta-
tions that he put aside the major issue of the threat to his safety and
reverted to his permanent grievances against the States: their protection
of Burnet and the pamphlets which he and others were publishing in
Holland.

Meanwhile Albeville, seeing that no notice was taken of his warning
by letter, crossed to England, and Skelton in Paris before his recall had
got hold of a dismissed and disgruntled servant of William, called Bude
de Verace, who had, or said he had, some authentic information to
communicate. But Sunderland shared the blindness of his master and
his Jesuit advisers, he got Albeville sent back with a reprimand for
having left his post without leave and took so little notice of Bude de
Verace's information that the informer decided against proceeding on
his journey to England. On September 8 Louis and Barrillon wrote
letters to one another:

I am writing you today [said Louis] to tell you that I cannot tell
by what wizardry the Court in which you are remains so fast asleep
in the imminent danger which threatens it and so ill-informed
about what is happening in England and elsewhere,

and Barrillon wrote:

*

It is fashionable at Court to laugh at everyone who believes that